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Now that you’ve completed Assessment Workshop #1, How to Follow the Things, and read the Workshop Information Sheet and the set readings, here are some handy hints for completing the analytical essay.

[1] The assessment question


· This assignment takes the form a structured, analytical essay that ‘follows the thing’. You should be using your critical thinking skills when working on this essay (see theoretical workshop 1). Begin with a commodity consumed in Sydney and trace its global chain – its sites of production to consumption.
· You need to choose one ‘Australian’ commodity. Popular commodities in the past years have been Cadbury chocolate bars and Ugg boots. Think of something you are interested in finding more about, perhaps something you purchase often or use a lot of your money to purchase. 
· Now conduct ‘geographical detective work’ (see Cook et al. 2007) about where the commodity is made, what elements go into its production, and how it is marketed and consumed in Sydney and/or Australia. Explore, compare and analyse the economic and labour conditions at the commodity’s sites of production and consumption. Your analysis is founded on the idea of ‘defetishising the commodity’ and aims to explain what such a study reveals about global economic relationships and possibly also uneven development.

[2] The purpose of this assessment

· This assessment is designed to be investigative – hands-­‐on, exploratory, and enabling a critical (political economic) perspective on economic processes over space.
· By taking an critical, empirical and investigative approach to commodity chains, this assessment aims to help you see how the key economic geography concepts introduced in the theoretical workshops are actualised in the world..
· By taking this critical, empirical and investigative approach, this assessment aims to help you see how economic and social processes  are  interwoven  together,  are  interwoven  into  and  across space  and  place,  and  are productive of different spatial and social conditions.

[3] Marking criteria

· A detailed marking rubric for this assessment is available as a PDF on the Assessment #1 site in vUWS:

Content	Arrangement
Relevant reading	Structure
Research effort (i.e. geographical detective work)	Referencing Argument and analysis	Readability

[4] Writing the analytical essay

· The 1,000 word analytical essay takes a structured format, following these five sections:

1. Introduction and conceptual framework (c. 200 words): What product have you chosen? You then need to explain the conceptual framework for ‘following the thing’, which is to defetishise the commodity. What does ‘commodity fetishism’ mean and what is the aim of defetishising?
2. The commodity (c. 100 words): Who owns the commodity? Where is the company headquartered (which
addresses its ownership)? What are the conditions of economic development in that country?
3. The commodity chain (c. 100 words): Starting with the site of consumption (Sydney), trace the different sites of production for the commodity. These may include sites of resource extraction, manufacture, design

and/or assembly. Each site, from production to consumption, is a ‘link’ in the chain. You can use a map if you find that helpful. What roles and/or processes are involved at each link, including the site of consumption (e.g. transport, marketing, retailing, etc)?
4. Economic and labour conditions at the sites of production and consumption (c. 400  words):  Describe  the economic and labour conditions at the sites of  production  and  consumption.  At  the  sites  of  production: Who  is  employed  in  producing  the  product;  what  are  their  working  conditions;  what  is   the   economic standing of the region or country; have there been labour disputes? At the site of consumption: Who consumes the product; how is it marketed; how is it retailed; what is the economic standing  of Sydney/Australia? Then, crucially, compare economic and labour conditions at the  sites  of  production  vis-­‐ à-­‐vis the site of consumption.
5. Conclusion (c. 200 words): What does your ‘follow the thing’ analysis say about economic relations across the world?

· NB. Options regarding Part 4, Economic + labour conditions at the sites of production + consumption:
· Following the example of Fran Abrams’ ‘New balls, please’, once you’ve mapped out and described the commodity chain (Part 3), I suggest you focus on two sites (links) in the chain. I’ve suggested the sites of production and ultimate consumption, but you may find it more interesting to compare two different sites of production, for example, a site of resource extraction and a site of assembly (which Abrams did – the factory site in Bataan vs. rubber extraction sites in Lutuan and Malaysia). I’d like it if you pick the sites you find most interesting and informative. But I do suggest you stick to two sites in order to provide enough relevant comparative information in c. 400 words.
· Note that the questions I’ve used as prompts for interrogating economic and labour conditions are suggestive – you may find other information helpful, such as occupational health and safety.

· Formatting:
· Use headings/sections as indicated in the above instructions.
· Use sentence/paragraph structure; but dot points may be suitable in Part 3, The commodity chain.
· Use Harvard referencing.

[5] Hints for doing geographical detective work

· This advice summarises and builds on the approach to ‘geographical detective work’ in Cook et al (2007).
· Do Internet searching using two search engines – Google and Google Scholar – see the keywords and websites sheet.
· Google. Use Google for your empirical/investigative research – your detective work – into the social and economic processes behind the particular commodity you’ve chosen to follow. Therefore what you’ll be looking for includes online encyclopedias, media, blogs, video-­‐sharing sites (YouTube), etc – anything that can give you information on your commodity, its geography, and economic, social and labour conditions underpinning its production, distribution and consumption. Companies are not likely to reveal detrimental information on their own websites – for example, about labour conditions or environmental leniency in developing countries – so feel free to search far and wide for any relevant and helpful information!
· Because of the investigative nature of this assignment you can use Wikipedia to find information.
You can cite Wikipedia. But still check the veracity of the information. Wikipedia articles include a
list of references – I strongly recommend looking at these as they might provide even more appropriate data and information for your topic!
· Similarly, while you can and should search any relevant Internet source, even personal blogs, keep a critical mind when you read information. Do other Internet sources corroborate the information?
· Some of the more reputable and ‘balanced’ Australian news media outlets might be helpful – for example, ABC, SBS, The Age, The Sydney Morning Herald, etc.
· Google Scholar. Use Google Scholar to find academic research on issues related to your commodity. These could be about the commodity itself, the brand, the industry, global trade, labour conditions, etc – see, for example, the articles found about the textile industry in Bulgaria in relation to socks in Cook et al (2007). You might even be lucky and find existing academic studies specifically about aspects of the commodity chain of the product you’re investigating! You never know!

· Key words. In order to use these search engines to find information, you need to establish key words to put into the search box to begin your investigation. Cook et al (2007) suggest the place to start is with the ‘made in labels’, ‘contents lists’ and other information on the packaging. These give you information such as: the brand name, the company name, where the product is made, where the product is packaged, the components or materials in the product, etc. From this information you can start generating initial key words (e.g. socks, Marks + Spence, Bulgaria). Even try brand names and ‘made in’ locations (e.g. Pacific Brands, China). Starting with these initial searches, use your results to continually refine your key words
(e.g. textile manufacturing, Bulgaria, labour conditions). This way your results will become more and more relevant. Use these searches in both Google and Google Scholar to return both ‘data’ and scholarship.
· For further information on economic, industry, income and labour conditions for Australia or Sydney, you could try the Australian Bureau of Statistics (www.abs.gov.au). The left hand menu links to summary data on economic and regional variables and the 2011 Census data.

[6] Academic references

· A good analytical essay will have at least five appropriate, well-­‐selected academic references (in addition to research into the commodity chain from internet sources). The essay will need many non-academic references demonstrating your detective work. 
· One place to start: articles by Ian Cook et al in the Workshop Information Document. These are examples of following things, and explain the value of following things and defetishising commodities.
· Another place to try: the set readings for Theoretical Workshops each week, which cover information on key economic geography concepts (e.g. Week 2 reading on political economy).
· Yet another place to try: Google Scholar. In doing geographical detective work, you should find relevant academic research already conducted into your product, its commodity chain, geography, etc. You could also search for academic articles on commodity fetishism, capitalist production, or concepts in economic geography like globalisation, uneven development, deindustrialisation, spatial divisions of labour, etc.
· I suggest you include at least one reference on ‘commodity fetishism’/‘defetishing the commodity’, since Part 1 (Introduction + conceptual framework) asks you to explain the concept, and Part 5 (Conclusion) asks you to explain what the analysis says about uneven development.



